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spots, tremors, and delirious restlessness, and with very good effect; it repressed 
delirium and conciliated repose, and thus secured that tranquillity and refresh¬ 
ment, the proper effects of sleep. He reported, also, some instances of successful 
use of hemp extract, as a pure anodyne, to secure sleep, by suppressing pain, 
arising in one case from a cut, in another from a violent purgative, and in a 
third from rheumatic irritation of the meninges. 

The author concluded his paper by a resume of the objects of his trials, and 
the results and conclusions he had attained. 

He stated that his experience had satisfied him that the hemp extract was 
possessed of medicinal properties sufficiently energetic and uniform to entitle it 
to admission into our national pharmacopoeia amongst our most useful narcotics; 
and that as a substitute for opium, especially in cases for which that drug was 
unsuited, owing to idiosyncrasy, or to the presence of active indigestion, or the 
nervous temperament, he had found reason to place much confidence in the ex¬ 
tract, and to regard it as a remedy exceeding in value that of any other narcotic, 
or combination of narcotics, with which he was acquainted. — Prov. Med. Journ. 
27th May, 1843. 

17. Remarks on the Pathogenic Jletion of the Iuduret of Potassium. By M. 
Ricord. —The extraordinary results obtained by the use of the ioduret of potas¬ 
sium in the treatment of syphilis, and the general employment of this remedy by 
the great proportion of physicians who attend specially to venereal diseases, 
have induced me to point out some of those effects produced by it, which may 
become causes of error in the course of the treatment, or constitute real complica¬ 
tions, which may modify or arrest the cure. 

I have already made known the circumstances in which the ioduret of potas¬ 
sium ought to be employed—that is to say, at what period of the syphilitic dis¬ 
ease it is most likely to be serviceable, and of which it is in a sort the specific. 
I have also stated the doses and pharmaceutical preparations to which the pre¬ 
ference should be given. In order to complete the history of this powerful 
therapeutic agent, I am now about to speak of its pathogenic action. In the first 
place, let me say that the ioduret of potassium has a very markpd action on the 
secretions in general, which it excites and increases greatly. Its effects on the 
skin, mucous membranes, and kidneys, are very remarkable; the circulation and 
the blood itself are sometimes influenced by it, as also the nervous and the mus¬ 
cular systems; but there exists in the production of these phenomena a certain order 
of frequency, in accordance with which we shall now study them. At the same 
time, I must observe that, although what I am about to advance is drawn from a 
great number of observations, I yet give it with a certain degree of reserve, ex¬ 
pecting from time, and the experience of other practitioners, either the confirma¬ 
tion of my remarks, or, on the other hand, advantageous modifications thereof. 

Action on the Skin. —The skin is incontestably one of the tissues the most 
easily influenced by the ioduret of potassium. Nothing is more common, in fact, 
than to see patients under its influence affected with different eruptions, and more 
especially with eruptions of the psydracious form, somewhat resembling the 
pustules of acne, with this difference, that they are not confined to the parts 
habitually affected with acne; thus they are found not only on. the face and 
shoulders, but on every part of the body without exception. 

There is scarcely any form of acute eruption of the skin which the ioduret of 
potassium cannot induce, according to the predisposition of the patient. In the 
one case we may have an eczema, in the other herpes, while in others it may 
cause simple erythema. I have recently had under my care at the hospital two 
patients, in whom, at two different periods, there appeared an eruption of 
papulous erythema on some parts, of erythema nodosum on others, and, in a 
patient affected with cancer of the face, to whom the ioduret of potassium was 
given in rather large doses, it on several occasions caused an eruption of impe¬ 
tigo on the hairy scalp, and of a rapia, offering the characters of a cachectic 
rupia, on the legs and forearms—symptoms which disappeared as soon as the 
remedy was omitted, and showed themselves again when its use was resumed. 
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I have seen the ioduret of potassium several times give rise to a genuine purpura 
haemorrhagica. 1 have seen it produce on three several occasions, after a fort¬ 
night’s use, a genuine spotted disease on the Ipgs of a gentlemen, for whom 
I prescribed it; arid in the case of a lady, for whom, with the sanction of Pro¬ 
fessor Cruveilhier, I ordered it, for the removal of very serious tertiary symp¬ 
toms of syphilis, it caused, towards the termination of the cure, a petechial 
eruption on the lower limbs, unattended, however, with danger. Some patients 
have experienced only a feeling of heat and pricking of the skin, attended at 
times with more or less pruritus. The importance of knowing these different 
effects of the ioduret of potassium on the skin will be readily acknowledged, in 
order that they may not be confounded with the symptoms for the removal of 
which the remedy is given, and especially in order that it may he abandoned at 
once in those who have analogous diseases, or such predisposition that the 
ioduret of potassium may either exasperate or develope these affections. 

Action on the Digestive Functions. —I have ascertained, and the greater number 
of those who have experimented with the ioduret of potassium agree with me on 
this point, that the functions of the digestive apparatus are increased in activity, 
and are better performed; the individuals get an appetite, and embonpoint is an 
ordinary consequence of its use. 

Nevertheless, there are circumstances in which this medicine may produce 
injurious effects on the digestive canal. One of the most remarkable and most 
constant is a pain situated in the great enl-de-sac of the stomach, and which, by 
the manner in which the patients complain of it, might he mistaken at first for 
pleurodynia of the left hypochondrium. This pain may be sometimes very 
severe, without there being any increase of thirst, disorder of the appetite, coating 
of the tongue, or any reaction of the circulation. Pressure does not increase the 
pain; the function of digestion has not any influence on it; it seems to he due 
entirely to a gastralgia. In some persons the appetite, which at first is increased 
solely to a satisfactory condition, becomes excessive, exaggerated, and absolutely 
morbid. We have had patients in the hospital that double rations did not satisfy. 
In a few cases the use of the ioduret of potassium is followed by phlegmasia 
either of the stomach alone, or of the entire intestinal canal, attended with 
vomiting and diarrhoea, and, in fact, all the phenomena of poisoning. Never¬ 
theless, the most frequent result of the action of this agent on the intestinal 
mucous membrane is the production of asero-mucous flux, and we shall find that 
it has an analogous effect on the other mucous membranes. 

Plyalism. —While speaking of the pathogenic action of the ioduret of potassium 
on the alimentary 7 canal, I must mention a phenomenon I have often met with— 
I mean a peculiar salivation caused by this medicine. In many persons it causes 
a real ptyali3m, which may be as great and as severe as the most marked mer¬ 
curial ptyalism. It is important to be aware of this peculiar phenomenon, in 
order that it may not he confounded with an analogous one caused by mercury, 
especially in those cases where the two remedies are administered conjointly. 
It will be sufficient to point out the characters proper to the ptyalism from iodine, 
without mentioning those caused by mercury, in order that they may be distin¬ 
guished from each other. 

The salivation to which the ioduret of potassium gives rise very much re¬ 
sembles that of pregnant women. In these cases the saliva has very little 
viscidity; it seems to come not only from the cavity of the mouth, hut to be also 
the product of a kind of regurgitation. The mucous membrane of the mouth may 
be rather irritated, and eedeinatous, but there are not any signs of inflammation, 
as in mercurial stomatitis, nor is there observed any tendency to the ulceration 
peculiar to the latter. In the majority of cases even it is impossible to discover 
any appreciable alteration of tissue. The salivary glands are not the seat of 
any tumefaction, nor is there any peculiar odor from the breath. The paiients 
complain that the saliva has a saltish taste, resembling that of the ioduret of 
potassium. 

Action on the Kidneys —The secretion of urine is often increased by the ioduret 
of potassium, the augmentation under certain circumstances constituting a true 
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pathological condition; 1 have had a patient in the venereal hospital affected 
with diuresis from the use of this remedy. Each time it was administered, the 
emission of urine was materially increased; the patient has passed from forty to 
fifty quarts in the course of the twenty-four hours, drinking in the same pro¬ 
portion. Each time that the ioduret of potassium was suspended, this accidental 
supersecretion ceased, but it was reproduced as soon as its use was resumed. 
In this case, as in those where the urinary secretion was infinitely less, and in 
those where it was not in the least augmented, it did not present any notable 
change, w ith the exception that it was found to contain the ioduret of potassium. 

Jtctiun on ike Circulation. —The circulatory action has not appeared to be sen- 
sibily influenced by the ioduret of potassium; in general the pulse has been 
neither accelerated nor rendered slower. Under some circumstances we have 
had reason to believe in a peculiar action on the circulation, because certain 
persons who laboured under febrile excitement previous to the administration of 
the remedy, have had the febrile symptoms lessened or removed while it was 
used; in these cases 1 believe the modification of the circulation was not caused 
by the ioduret of potassium, but depended solely on the removal of the cause, 
of which the fever was only a symptom. In some persons, however, as a rare 
exception to the rule I have just, laid down, the circulation has been increased in 
activity; but here again it is less by the direct action of the medicine on the cir¬ 
culation, than by the irritation it has produced in the alimentary canal, whether 
it has originated a gastro-enterilis, or that it has been given to persons whose 
digestive apparatus was already in a disordered condition. 

While noticing the action of the ioduret of potassium on the blood itself, it 
has appeared to us, as was mentioned when speaking of its effects on the skin, 
that it renders the blood less plastic, and thus gives rise to hemorrhages. 

We have seen nasal and pulmonary hemorrhages, and even sometimes hemor¬ 
rhage from the intestines, during the administration of the ioduret of potassium 
in persons whose blood was already impoverished, either from chlorosis, scurvy, 
or scrofula, or from an old taint of syphilis in the constitution which has injured 
it seriously. 

Jlciion on the Conjunctiva. —Following the phenomena just mentioned is one 
which is often met with, and which may cause much alarm to those medical 
men who are not in the habit of using the remedy in question. This phenomenon 
is its action on the conjunctiva. 

The conjunctiva may be affected alone, or else together with the mucous mem¬ 
brane of the nasal fossae or of the bronchia. The conjunctiva of one or both eyes 
is often seen to be affected in persons who are under the influence of the ioduret 
of potassium. This attack commences by a more or less general and more or 
less rapid vascular injection, to which is speedily added a tumefaction of the 
mucous membrane, and an infiltration, generally well marked, of the sub-mucous 
cellular tissue, which give rise to considerable chemosis of the eye and oedema 
bf the eyelids. The species of ophthalmia, which may be named the catarrhu- 
asdematous , presents the peculiar indication of the general effects of the ioduret 
of potassium on the mucous membranes—that is to say, the secretion is in¬ 
creased without any tendency, or very little, to suppuration. It has appeared to 
me, that in the great majority of cases these symptoms showed themselves when 
the use of the remedy was commenced, rather than when it had been admin¬ 
istered a long while. I may add, that when it has once occurred, it is rare to 
see it attack the party a second or third time. It is very important to be aware 
of this effect of the ioduret of potassium on the eyes, because the peculiar oph¬ 
thalmia it causes rnay be mistaken for a symptom of syphilis, more especially 
for gonorrhmal ophthalmia, w'ith which it has some analogy. 

Jlciion on the Respiration. —I have noticed under certain circumstances some 
very remarkable effects of the ioduret of potassium on the respiratory apparatus. 

In a certain number of individuals from the first week of medication, and in 
others only after a much longer period, a peculiar coryza is noticed, which may 
be mistaken for a simple coryza, or for an exacerbation of the syphilitic symp¬ 
toms affecting the nasal fossae. In the particular cases of the action ot the 
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ioduret of potassium on the Schneiderian membrane, there happen the symptoms 
of the simple coryza, the mucous secretion being considerably increased, but 
with this peculiarity, that the discharge has much less viscidity, and has not 
any tendency to pass to suppuration. This rheum caused by the ioduret, to use 
a common expression, does not ripen, and even if, previously to the use of the 
remedy, there existed a purulent secretion from the nasal fossa?, unless it de¬ 
pended on caries of the bones, it will soon diminish under its influence, and 
sometimes disappear. 

Action on the Bronchia. —In some cases, but not so numerous as the preceding, 
the effects just described as occurring on the pituitary membrane, take place 
with the bronchial. The symptoms of a peculiar kind of bronchitis then show 
themselves; the cough is very slight, and there is rarely present symptomatic 
fever, but the patients generally experience a well marked difficulty of breathing, 
and bring up a large quantity of expectoration, similar to that observed in the 
first period of simple bronchitis. There is also this particular attendant circum¬ 
stance, that the expectoration ceases as it began—that is to say, without passing 
to the purulent state. The stethoscopic phenomena, and those furnished by per¬ 
cussion, are the same, or nearly so, as in simple bronchitis. 

Action on the Nervous System .—A less frequent effect, but still one requiring to 
be noticed, as occurring among persons to whom the ioduret of potassium ha9 
been administered, is a degree of cerebral excitement which has occasionally 
shown itself; symptoms of slight congeslion, which have given rise to a con¬ 
dition analogous to that of the intoxication produced by alcoholic drinks. It has 
been already noticed by authors, and has received the name of the iodic intoxi¬ 
cation. In these cases, we have also observed in some patients, a certain in¬ 
fluence of the medicine on the agents of locomotion; some have been affected 
with spasms,'and even a degree of snbsullns tendinum. Dr. Guillon told 
me that a professional friend of his thought he had observed a double amaurosis 
in a man while under the influence of the ioduret of potassium. The man’s wife 
was similarly affected. Statements of this kind, however, require a severe 
analysis before they are received. 

Action on the Genito-urinary Organs .—The action of the ioduret of potassium, 
it has appeared to me, is also directed upon the mucous membrane of the urethra. 
I have, in some cases, had reason to attribute to this medicine the return of ill- 
cured gonorrhoeas, or the exasperation of one already existing, so much so that 
if a patient be labouring under blenorrhagia, more especially if it be at all ap¬ 
proaching the acute state, I consider it a counter-indication to the use of the 
remedy. Still there may be certain cases of blenorrhcea in which advantage 
may be derived from the use of the ioduret of potassium. 

The remarks that have just been made respecting the action of this remedy on 
the urethra are equally applicable to the mucous membrane of the vagina and 
uterus. In some patients, labouring under uterine or utero-vaginal catarrh, and 
treated with the ioduret of potassium, I have seen the morbid secretion very con¬ 
siderably increased; it follows, therefore, that the existence of an acute utero¬ 
vaginal catarrh, or of one approaching the acute state, equally constitutes a coun¬ 
ter-indication to its use. 

If I were now to state the proportion in which the various maladies of which 
1 have spoken occur, relative to the number of patients to whom I have admi¬ 
nistered this potent therapeutic agent, I should say that it is certainly a very 
small one; and I may add, that hundreds of patients take the ioduret, and are 
successfully treated by its use, without the occurrence of arty of the pathologi¬ 
cal conditions I have described. I should also mention that there is not one of 
these maladies, even of those the most severe in appearance, which continues 
more than a week after the suspension of the medicine, or the modification of 
the dose. I have, hitherto, only met with five or six patients with whom I have 
been obliged, ultimately, to relinquish the medicine, on account of the constant 
pathogenic effects which it produces; in a great many, however, I have been in¬ 
duced to modify the doses, or to suspend the use of the medicine for a time, on 
account of the occurrence of the effects to which I have just drawn the attention 
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of practitioners, and which, like those caused by mercury, ought to serve as 
guides. In the employment of the ioduret of potassium we should adopt this 
common principle—to give th,e medicine in doses sufficient to modify and cure 
the complaint, without producing any of the annoying effects previously men¬ 
tioned. 

Besides, my experience enables me to establish as a positive practical fact, 
that the morbid phenomena, which depend purely and solely on the action of 
the ioduret of potassium, do not require for their removal in a few days any 
other treatment than the suspension of the medicine, or the diminution of the 
doses in which it is administered. The pathogenic effects of this remedy are 
less permanent and persistent than those produced by mercury; they cease al¬ 
most as soon as the cause that produced them is removed. 

Although this sketch js doubtlessly very incomplete, it will serve, I trust, to 
point out several counter-indications, to which, hitherto, sufficient attention has 
not been paid. It will also show that in some circumstances, before adminis¬ 
tering the ioduret of potassium, certain complications must be removed, and cer¬ 
tain predispositions combatted, which might, otherwise, have the effect of pre¬ 
venting the proper action of the remedy. Besides, a thorough knowledge of the 
therapeutic and pathogenic action of the ioduret of potassium will encourage 
timid practitioners to employ it in proper and sufficiently large doses, while it 
will serve to restrain those who unfortunately are inclined to use it in excessive 
quantities. 

, It is by proceeding in this manner that we are enabled to ascertain the doses 
in which the ioduret of potassium ought to be given. In the majority of cases 
it may be administered in the dose of a scruple and a half in the course of the 
day, that quantity being given at thrice, and, generally speaking, the same dose 
must be given for five or six days to judge of the effects produced. If the symp¬ 
toms do not improve, and none of the affections that have been mentioned show 
themselves, each dose may be increased ten grains, making three scruples in 
the day, to be continued for five or six days, and then, according to the effects 
produced, the dose may be increased in the same proportion, or remain in statu 
quo , or, if requisite, diminished. My experience being now very extensive on 
this point, I may say that it is rarely necessary to exceed three scruples in the 
day; that six scruples should be the maximum, and that it is exceedingly rare 
to be obliged to give less than a scruple and a half in the twenty-four hours. 

I use the following syrup freely in private practice:— 

Syrup of sarza, 500 scruples; 

Ioduret of potassium, 16 scruples. Mix. 

Of this the dose is at first three teaspoonsful in the day, then six, nine, and 
twelve. The medium dose is six spoonsful three times a day. 

When it is requisite to administer mercury at the same time with the ioduret 
of potassium, I prefer giving them separately, either in the form of pill or syrup. 
In the first place, because the prescription may require to be frequently changed; 
one of the two drugs requiring, perhaps, to be omitted, or the dose lessened or 
increased, thus causing the loss of the medicines previously prepared; and, also, 
because patients do not bear so well the compounds of the ioduret of mercury 
and potassium as they do these iodurets administered separately, with intervals 
of one or two hours between each. 

The remarks 1 have just made respecting the ioduret of potassium are appli¬ 
cable, in a great measure, to the ioduret of iron, a powerful remedy, which I 
have employed for many years, and from which 1 have derived great advantage. 
I should give it the preference to the ioduret of potassium, if its chemical com¬ 
position were in general more regular and fixed; But 1 must say that at pre¬ 
sent, in the great majority of cases tried upon a very large scale, the ioduret of 
potassium has furnished me with the most favourable results. If the ioduret of 
iron ought to be preferred in some cases, although it is much less easily borne 
by patients, it is in those where there are scorbutic complications in anemic in¬ 
dividuals—in those who are commonly said to have poor blood—in those cases, 
in fact, where chalybeates are indicated—and in those where the ioduret of po- 
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tassium is followed by well-marked anti-plastie effects.— Prov. Med. Journ. 
March 18th, 1843, from Bull, de T/ierap., Sept. 1842. 

18. New Caustic. —M. Payan, senior surgeon to the Hotel-Dieu of Aix, speaks 
favourably of a new caustic paste made with the sulphate of copper. A suffi¬ 
cient quantity of the sulphate, reduced to powder, is mixed up with the yolk of 
an egg, so as to form a soft paste of a deep green,colour. It is applied on a 
piece of lint, and when removed does not leave behind it the loss of substance, 
or unsightly scars, which commonly follow the use of other escharotics. In 
illustration of the efficacy of this remedy, M. Payan relates the case of a soldier, 
affected with malignant pustule of the cheek. A circular piece of diachylon was 
placed on the cheek, and a hole, about the size of a two-shilling piece, cut in 
its centre; through this the caustic was applied on a bit of lint. For five or six 
hours the patient experienced some degree of pain, but this was not very severe, 
and subsided; the caustic was removed at the expiration of ten hours, when the 
surface of the pustule presented a blackish gray colour; the ad jacent parts were 
somewhat swollen and red. The local inflammation being thus modified, the 
eschar was allowed to come away of itself, and at the end of three weeks the 
wound was completely cicatrised, with scarcely any mark-, save a very slight 
depression in the centre. M. Payan concludes that this caustic might be advan¬ 
tageously employed in certain cases of lupus; but it does not appear that he 
speaks from actual experience of its efficacy in this disease.— Pruv. Med. Juur. 
April 22, 1843, from Bull. Gen. de T/terap., Dec. 1842. 


MEDICAL PATHOLOGY AND THERAPEUTICS AND PRACTICAL 

MEDICINE. 

19. Calculus in Appendix Vermiformis.—ln our No. for January last, there is 
recorded by Dr. J. F. Peebles a very interesting case of calculus in the appendix 
vermiformis. Two cases of a similar character have been recorded in the recent 
Nos. of the Prov. Med. Journ. The first case is related by F. J. Butleb, 
Esq. The subject of the case was a lad eight years of age, who complained 
on the 8th Feb. of being rather unwell, and four days afterwards when Mr. Butler 
was called in, he found the child suffering from frequent bilious vomiting; great 
thirst; considerable heat of skin; frequent, but soft and compressible pulse; pain 
in the right thigh and groin, increased upon pressure; and slight tenderness of 
the abdomen. A calomel purge, with effervescing saline medicine, was given, 
and fomentations were directed to be applied to the thigh and abdomen. 

12. Has passed a restless night, the pain in the thigh and groin being rather 
increased; no relief from the bowels; the sickness and all the other symptoms 
are much lessened; tenderness of the abdomen very slight. Ordered a warm 
bath; scammony, two grains; calomel, one grain. A pill to be taken every second 
honr. 

13. Has had a more comfortable night; pain in the thigh and groin lessened; 
heat of skin subsided; pulse 98, soft, and rather feeble; thirst considerable; no 
return of sickness; bowels not acted upon. To have a common enema at once; 
five grains of purgative pill every second hour. 

14. Ten, A. M. Slept but little; abdomen more tender upon pressure, and 
somewhat distended; countenance anxious; pulse quick, small and weak; pain 
in groin and thigh much the same; no relief from bowels. Cathartic mixture, 
one ounce, every second hour until the bowels are well opened; a blister to the 
abdomen. 

Five, P. M. The bowels have been freely relieved; the tenderness and tension 
of the abdomen is greatly lessened; pulse much the same; in every other respect 
improved. Arrow-root with brandy. 

15. After the last visit considerable and rather sudden prostration came on; 
the pulse being quick, small, and very feeble; countenance much more anxious; 



